Victorian architecture in Oregon. From its 
fourth-story cupola, Capt. Flavel, sea captain, 
master of his own sailing fleet, and first licensed 
bar pilot in the Columbia River, could watch his 
ships sail up the river and enter port. President 
Rutherford B, Hayes was once a guest. Capt 
Flavel died here July 3, 1893 


441 Eighth Street; 1883: The Clatsop County 
Historical Museum, also known as the Flavel 
Mansion. The house, designed by a San Fran 
cisco architect, was built for Capt. George C 
Flavel and his wife, Mary Christina Boelling. It 
is recognized as an outstanding example of 


A walking tour through 


O.. timers in Astoria say the longer they live 
here, the more they want to stay, and so they have 
never left, By their staying, they build continuity 
and stability into their hometown. 

Many native sons and daughters achieve fame 
and fortune in distant places, but in their mellowing 
years, they fondly remember Astoria, and they 
return 


to the enrichment of this unique town on the edge 
of the continent. Time, they say, heightened their 
appreciation of Astoria 

To help you to take time to savor the substance of 
history is the purpose of this walking tour, which 
covers only a small portion of one of the oldest 


By their returning, they add their matured wisdom 


residential areas of town 

Astoria, the birthplace of the Northwest, had its 
beginning in 1811 

In that year, fur traders commissioned by John 
Jacob Astor, sailed from New York harbor, around 
Cape Horn, along the Pacific Coast, and entered the 
Columbia River only nineteen years after Captain 
Robert Gray in his small ship, the Columbia, 
discovered its entrance, and only five years after 
the arrival of Lewis and Clark 

Now, by walking along the early streets and 
standing on historic ground, individuals or entire 
families can take time to observe the architectural 
details of century-old homes and recreate the 
scenes of bygone days 

Many other areas of the city have structures of 


comparable age and interest, but this route has 
been ckosen because of its central location and 

because it links two of Astoria's major points of 
historical importance. 

Thusthe walking tour begins at the Clatsop 
County Historical Museum, often referred to as the 
Flavel Mansion, and ends at the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum, both nationally recognized 
historie centers 

Until Astoria’s disastrous fire of 1922, Franklin 


Avenue, which comprises most of the walking tour, 


was the first solid street in town, edged with 
mudflats and the lapping of tidewater at its lower 
points 

Between Franklin and the river channel were 
plank streets and board walks with business 
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By VERA GAULT 


establishments built on piling. In the 
reconstruction after the fire, the river was pushed 
back to its present location by the filling of the 
tideflats. 

Locations marked with an asterisk(*) on the tour 
guide indicate buildings displaying a plaque 
awarded by the Oregon Historical Landmarks 
Committee for authentic maintenance or 
restoration of the original buildings 

Many other structures in town are equally 
worthy, but their owners have not offered them for 
the consideration of the Committee 

Now you are invited to travel the route indicated 
or any portion of it which your time and inclinations 
allow. Its total length is 1.2 miles, We hope you 
enjoy your adventure into history 


1030 Franklin Avenue; 1909: Frances 
Apartments built by Louis Franetovich, a 
Slavonian immigrant and wealthy 
restaurateur. Named for his daughter 
Frances, a well-known opera singer, the 
structure, recently restored, was once 
considered the most elite apartment house 


in Astoria. 


1204 Franklin Avense: 1892: Built by 


1320 Franklin Avenue; 1909: Dr. Alfred 


Will Joplin, member of the family who 
founded Joplin, Mo. 1s 1902 became the 
home of Captain Peter Jordan, who with 
Melville Calendar. anti Captain Skibbe 
founded the Calendar Navigation Com. 
pany, forerunner of the Knappton Towboat 
Company 


C, Kinney started the construction of this 
building planning to use the first floor for 
offices and the upper floors for the family 
residence; but due to a series of misfor- 
tunes, he was unable to complete it. The 
building stood unfinished, inhabited only 


1278 Franklin Avenue; 1890: Remodeled an 
extended in 1913 by Captain Peter Jordan for h 
daughter Ada and her husband, Henry Skibbe 
son of Captain Max Skibbe. 


Notice the contours of bricks showing beneath the blacktop- 
ping of the street on this incline. Tradition reports that traffic 
tempers flared when automobiles began to compete with horse- 
drawn vehicles for right-of-way on the finely graveled streets 
The city fathers provided the diplomatic solution when they 
decreed that a brick-paved strip should be Inid down the center 
of the street where the horses could get their footing, leaving tne 
paved strip on either side for cars. Franklin Avenue was thus 
paved in 1916. 
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by myriads of pigeons, until 1917 when 
three local businessmen converted it into 


337 Franklin Avenue; 1854: The oldest 


in Astoria and one of the oldest in 
Oregon. River pilot Captain Hiram Brown, 
who came to Astoria in 1850, built the west 


apartments 


1546 Franklin Avenue, 1870: The home of 
George Nelson whose wife Eleanor was a 
daughter of Captain Gust Holmes. Nelson 
was a ship's chandler, selling provisions 
and supplies to ships in port. The place was 


1883 Exchange Avenue; circa 
1885: Capt. John Merriman 
purchased the land from Col 
James Taylor and built this house 
which, though an apartment for 
many years, still has its carved 
walnut staircase and four marble 
fireplaces. Later it was pur- 
chased by John Devlin 
bookkeeper for Humes Brothers 
cannery. Soon he established his 
own cannery over the Astoria 
waterfront. Early accounts say 
that Deviin’s cannery workers 
carried revolvers going to and 
from work to protect themselves 
from being shanghaied by run- 
ners from sailing ships who 
would grab men from the woods, 
farms, and off the streets to 
deliver them to their captains for 
fees sometimes as high as $200. 
After ownership by the Deviins, 
the place became a mortuary 
later an apartment house. 
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Northeast corner, Sixteenth and a 
1905: July 4, 1905, this structure was dedicated as 
Astoria City Hall and Public Library. Later, it 
became USO headquarters serving the 
thousands of military men stationed at army, 
navy, and coast guard stations in and near 
Astoria during wartime. In 1962, a group of 
citizens interested in preserving the rich 
nautical history of the area established the 
Columbia River Maritime Museum. Under the 
direction of Rolf Klep, nationally recognized 
artist and historian, the museum is acclaimed as 
one of the most outstanding of its kind. One of its 
important artifacts is the Lightship Columbia 
moored at the foot of Seventeenth Street where a 
new museum and waterfront park are under 
construction, The lightship, built in Camden, 
N.J., in 1907, came around the Horn in 1909 to 
serve at the mouth of the Columbia River. Both 
the museum and the lightship are open to the 
public 


090 Seventeenth Street: 1883: Built for Martin 
Foard, co-owner of Foard and Stokes mercantile and 
furniture store. Purchased in 1910 by B.F. Stone, 
executive for Elmore Packing Co., whose descendents 
reside here. 


portion of his home in Adairville (East purchased in 1930 by Mrs. Mildred E. 
Astoria) in 1854. In 1862, he barged the Stacy 

house down the river to Twelfth and 
Franklin which was then a backwater of 
the Columbia, and had it drawn on log 
rollers by oxen to its present location 
where the rollers remained as footing, and 
the addition was atcached to the east 
portion already built. Upon the death of 
Captain Brown in 1892 his son Charles and 
wife occupied the house. Later, it became 
the Chisholm: boarding house. After 
several years of vacancy the house was 
authentically restorec:in 1964, Note the 
English holly tree which is probably as old 
as the house. 


1711 Grand Avenue; 1890; Home 
of George W. Sanborn, cannery 
owner and owner of the Sanborn 
cutting plant where in 1911, he 
worked with American Can Com- 
pany to install the first sanitary can- 
packing machinery in the salmon 
industry. 


765 Exchange Avenue (SW corner 
Eighth and Exchange); 1863: Conrad 
Boelling residence. The Boellings came 
from Philadelphia by covered wagon in 
1846. He established a sawmill that year, 
opened Astoria’s first hotel in 1848, 
provided the building for Astoria’s first 
school (Ninth and Exchange), in 1851; was 
active in the organization of local 
government, serving as county treasurer 
for many years. There were seven 
daughters and four sons in the family. 
Daughter Eliza taught in the first school, 
and Mary Christina at age 14 became Mrs. 
George Flavel 


1643 Grand Avenue; 1893: The 
home of John Griffin and his wife, 
Ada Ferguson. Griffin owned and 
operated a large bookstore at 
Eleventh and Commercial. Later, 
with brother-in-law Edward 
Ferguson, he established the Astoria 
Abstract Office, forerunner of the 
present Pioneer Title Co. The house -— 
was restored in 1973. 


1243 Franklin Avenue; 1875 
The longtime home of Miss 
Nettie Wilson, whose mother was 
a member of the Fisher family, 
hardware store owners. Children 
of the neighborhood loved to visit 
her and her parrot. The house 
later became the home of County 
Judge T.S. Cornelius, for whose 
parents of the town of Cornelius, 
Oregon, was named. His blind 
son, Barney, operated a broom 
shop here. During his tenure of 
office, the judge initiated the 
establishment of Bradley State 
Park on Highway 30. 


1393 Franklin Avenue; 1879: Built by Capt. Hiram 
Brown as a wedding gift to his daughter, Annie, when she 
married Judge Charles H, Page. Judge Page served as 
mayor of Astoria 1888-90, Later the house became the 
home of Charles Houston, a building contractor who 
remodeled the place in 1900, detaching the south wing, 
moving it to the end of the lot where it still stands as a 
separate dwelling (637 Fourteenth Street). The Astoria 
Business College was located here 1932-42, Then the 
building was made into five World War II apartments, 
After later years of disuse, it was restored in 1966-67, 


This walking tour of Astoria’s old homes was 
prepared by Vera Gault, a local resident who 


788 Franklin Avenue; (NW corner Eighth and 
Franklin); 1884: The house built and owned by 
Conrad Boelling; became the home of Marshall 
J, Kinney, who established one of Astoria’s first 
fish canneries, Later, it was the residence of Dr. 
A.A. Finch, often referred to as ‘‘a fine baby 
doctor.” 


About this page ..- 


restored house number 10. The page roughly 
conforms toa map showing the walking tour, but to 
make finding the houses easier a street map might 


be helpful. There are more interesting and 
historically significant houses and buildings in 
Astoria which will be included in a brochure Mrs. 
Gault hopes to put together soon. 


836 Fifteenth Street; 1883: Located 
one-half block off the route, up 
Fifteenth Street, is the fine old house 
built by Peter Cherry, British consul 
when Astoria was a port of entry. 
Later, he and his four sons 


established extensive shipping in- 
terests. Mrs. Cherry was a grand- 
daughter of Conrad Boelling and & 
niece of Mrs, George Flavel. After 
years of neglect, the house was 
elegantly restored in 1967, 


